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‘Manecdotes’ Has Another Successful Run at Colony Theatre

ON THETOWN

David
Laurell

his past Tuesday evening, Suzanne

Weerts, the artistic director of the
Burbank-based JAM Creative, con-
tinued her mission of raising funds for
local nonprofit organizations. She ac-
complished this by offering “the most
precious heritage of mankind” to those
who had gathered at the Colony Theatre
for what has become her annual F
ther's Day month production of n-
ecdotes™ in which talented storytellers
share personal tales of fatherhood.

As some may know, the Colony
Theatre used to be a satellite facility
of the Natural History Museum of L
Angeles County, Not quite as presti-
gious as the Louvre, the Getty, or those
found in Athens, Egypt, the Va
New York, it was one of the innumer-
able museums of the world that pro-
cures, preserves, and displays objects
of historical, scientific, artistic, or cul-
tural significance. Of the world’s 195
countries, each one houses reposito-
ries of precious tangible treasures that
in some way connect every one of the
approximately 117 billion people who
have been born throughout human his-
tory,

While each one of the collected,
carefully cared for, and curated items in
a museum’s collection provides a mag-
nificent mystique that can bring about
awe-inspiring reverence, perhaps their
supreme strength lies within the stories
that tell their tales,

If you were to visit the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D you
may be intrigued to see a size 7 1/8
silk top hat made in the 19th century.
However, that intrigue would rapidly
transform into astonishment when
you learn that the hat had been owned
by President Abraham Lincoln who
adorned it with a black mourning band
memory of his 11-year old son Willie

who had died three years earlier. That
astonishment would then intensify
into the aforementioned awe and rev-
erence as your further learn it was the
hat Lincoln wore to Ford’s Theatre on
the evening of April 14, 1865, the final
night of his life.

That is the power of a story, or “the
most precious heritage of mankind” as
the great storyteller Rudyard Kipling
called stories.

Weerts, who has made it a Burbank
tradition to present storytelling eve-
nings coinciding with holidays in-
cluding Fathers Day, Christmas
and Hanukkah, staged her 2025
“Manecdotes” production to benefit
the Family Service Agency of Burbank.

Just prior 1o this past week’s show,
Weerts invited Laurie Bleick, who serves
as the agency’s executive director, to
meet with the cast composed of Jeffrey
Berke, Andrew Boyle, Eric Conner,
aret Dodge, Katya Duft, Kevin

Connie Na: nd Abbi Berry of
hBerry Family Band.

Bleick gave the cast an overview of
what the agency has done for over 70
years in providing mental health and
counseling services for students, fami-
lies, couples and veterans before the
doors were open 1o a crowd that would
fill the house.

Along with Conner, who is well-
known throughout the Burbank com-
munity, and McGeehan whose work has
been featured in the book “All These
Wonders,” each member of the cast re-
galed a tale that ranged from humorous
and heartwarming to touching and poi-
gnant.

Poignancy was certainly the theme
in Ski’s tale “The Space Between Words:
A Father's Silent Love.”

Born in South Korea, Ski came to
the U.S & nfant. While her parents
championed academics, always felt
the pull to sing. act, write and paint.

While she was constantly at the
top of her class academically, she also
studied opera and was involved in
musical theater and jazz choir. After
earning a bachelor's degree in psy-
chology, she followed her heart instead
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Lourie Bleick of the Family Service Agency of Burbank and Suzanne Weerts preporing for an

evening of stories.

of her parents’ wishes and sought a ca-
reer in acting and as a recording artist,
“Getting any type of emotion or ac-
knowledgement of pride from my fa-
ther was a luxury,” Ski explained after
the show. "I wanted to be a singer — a
rocker — and when I was 15 he bought
me a guitar. It was the first time | ever
hugged him and when I did, he only re-
ciprocated by patting me on the back.”
With parents who never provided
praise on any of their daughter's ac-
complishments, Ski's post-college de-
cisions incurred a rift that resulted in
familial estrangement.
“My parents expected me to pursue
a different career path,” said Ski. “Then
I married someone out of our race.
Those things caused a lot of conten-
tion, and ultimately I was cut off from
my father — my entire family.”
Although Ski sent her parents letters
and cards updating them on her life,
10 years passed with no response. She
married, started a family, and achieved
carcer success, and yet, another 10
years passed that brought nothing from
her parents other than radio silence.

“I then learned my father was ill and
1 went to see him,” said Ski. I took care
of him, and even though he was told he
only had three months to live he defied
that prognosis and started to get better.
As his health returned, so did our rela-
tionship, and although he never said he
was sorry for the time we lost, at one
point | hugged him — 30 years after
that first hug — and when | did, while
he didnt say anything. I could feel his
love for me and knew he didn't want me
to let go.”

The moving story she told, written as
a mini-memoir with seven short chap-
ters, chronicled her father’s life and her
relationship with him, from that first
unrequited hug to that time of redemp-
tion, when she finally felt his love for
her — albeit, his silent love.

For more information about JAM
Creative’s shows, which have raised
over $50,000 for local nonprofits, visi
jamcreativestories.com.

DAVID LAURELL may be reached by
email at dlaurell@aol.com or (818) 563+
1007.

Kevin McGeehan, Cat Ski and Andrew Boyle rounded out this year’s “Manecodotes™ cast.

Jeffrey Berke was chosen for the cast when
he was featured on the Peabody Aword-
winning “The Moth Rodio Hour.”

Film Acadery.

“Manecdote” teller Eric Connor of the Burbank Cultural
Arts Commission is also a professor ot Burbank's New York

Award-winning storytelier Katya Duft comes
from such @ remote part of Russia she dlaims
she coutd almost see Americo from her house.

After working as o media, marketing and enter-
tainment executive and consultont, Bob Siegal is
now on the stand-up and tale-teling drcuit

The evening's music wos provided by Ken Berry, Abbi Berry and Connie Nossios of the Nosh-
Berry Family Band.

Along with being a storyteller, cast member
Margaret Dodge is o comedienne, writer and
actress.

Suzanne Weerts joined in with her cast of storyteflers to tell tales of fathers and fatherhood.



